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Welcome to Foodbytes, Autumn 2026! In this issue we share the
importance of donations raised during Harvest celebrations and let

you know we now have an instagram account. Read on to also
hear about our new partnership and look back at what we have
been up to over the last few months.

Harvest our busiest time of yearl

For Basingstoke Foodbank, harvest is one of ’ '/ @ﬁ
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when local schools and churches celebrate  § 1‘ =
by collecting tinned and dried goods onour [
behalf, and in just a few weeks, they donate '

several tonnes of food.

This year, we're delighted that 49 schools, nurseries and preschools across Basingstoke have
confirmed they'll collect again for us this harvest. Behind the scenes, a team of 12 volunteers will
be busy over the coming months delivering assemblies and activities for children. During these
talks, they'll speak about who the foodbank supports and why, and importantly, help to break
down the stigma that children can feel when their family needs to ask for help.

In Basingstoke, in an average class of 30 children, 2-3 will receive food from the Foodbank each
year. Harvestis a chance for the next generation to understand that food poverty can affect
anyone in our community, and that reaching out for support is nothing to be ashamed of.

If you've been reading Foodbytes for a while, you'll see from our stats that our stock levels tell
their own story throughout the year, with more going out than coming in. Harvest is where that
story turns around. It's our biggest opportunity all year to top up our shelves, so we can keep
every family in Basingstoke fed for the months ahead.

A huge thank you in advance to every school, church, individual and community group taking
part, and to our volunteers for the work they put in to make these sessions so meaningful. Every
tin, packet and jar collected this harvest will make a real difference to families across Basingstoke
and Deane this winter.



School Holiday Support

For most families, school holidays mean a welcome break. But for households already
stretching every pound, the holidays can bring a fresh set of pressures. Free school meals
stop the moment term ends and childcare becomes harder to arrange and afford.

That's why we continue to run our school holiday food programme, offering fortnightly
parcels containing at least three days' worth of nutritious meals, plus toiletries and other
household essentials. This allowed parents to focus less on stretching the budget and
more on enjoying the time with their children.

20 schools gotinvolved in referring families, this initiative is a small but meaningful way of
making sure the help doesn'tjust stop when term does, helping holidays to feel like a
break for the whole family, not another financial worry.

Partnering with Pop Up
Play Village Basingstoke

We're delighted to introduce a brand-new partnership with Pop 4, 5&
Up Play Village Basingstoke, who are generously offering free Basingstoke

play session vouchers for our visiting families. The families can g
use the voucher to book a 90 minute play session at the village. S gl

Pop Up Play Village creates real-world role play environments that children instantly recognise
and love exploring, from a hospital and vets to a baby nursery and supermarket. Each area is filled
with high-quality, open-ended resources and dressing-up props designed to spark imagination
and collaborative play, with an open-plan layout that lets children move freely between spaces
and follow their own interests.

The business is run by husband and wife team Erica and Frank Mudd. We're thrilled that they've
chosen to partner with us to bring some of that same joy and imaginative play to the families we
support. A huge thank you to the whole Pop Up Play Village team for their generosity.

The role play centre and café is in the iFly building at Basingstoke Leisure Park. For more
information about Pop Up Play, visit their website at popupplayvillage.co.uk/organiser/basingstoke
or find them on social media.










