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Found floating in a cello case in the
middle of the English Channel after
a shipwreck on her first birthday, by
eccentric young scholar Charles,
Sophie seems to be marked out for
an unconventional existence.
Growing up in Charles's shabby
home in England, she learns to love
music and to read Shakespeare, but
very little about how to be ladylike.
On her twelfth birthday, the
disapproving authorities intervene,
but before they can take her away
to an orphanage, the discovery of a
chance clue in her cello case makes
Charles and Sophie decide to ignore
their decrees, and instead run away
to Paris in search of Sophie’s long
lost-mother, whatever the
conseguences may be.

Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father
Is missing and now silver-eyed men
stalk her through the shadows.
What could they want from her?
With her friends - Robert, the
clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her
mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into
a murky and menacing world. Too
soon Lily realizes that those she
holds dear may be the very ones to
break her heart... Murder, mayhem
and mystery meet in this gripping
Victorian adventure

PETER BUNZL

When Suzy hears a strange noise in
the middle of the night, she creeps
downstairs to find a train roaring
through her house. But this is no
ordinary train. This is the magical
delivery express for the Union of
Impossible Places.

Whisked on board by a troll-boy,
Suzy's world is turned upside down
when she's asked to deliver a
cursed package to a fearsome
sorceress. And quite suddenly, Suzy
realizes the fate of the Impossible
Places is in her hands...




Calypso’'s mum died a few years
ago and her emotionally
incompetent Dad can't, or won't,
talk about Mum at all. Instead he
throws himself into writing his book
A History of the Lemon. Meanwhile
the house is dusty, there's never
any food in the fridge, and Calypso
retreats into her own world of
books and fiction.

When a new girl, Mae, arrives at
school, the girls’ shared love of
reading and writing stories draws
them together. Mae's friendship and
her lively and chaotic home - where
people argue and hug each other -
make Calypso feel more normal
than she has for a long time.

But when Calypso finally plucks up
the courage to invite Mae over to
her own house, the girls discover

the truth about her dad and his
magnum opus - and Calypso's
happiness starts to unravel.
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They call me Yanka the Bear. Not
because of where | was found - only
a few people know about that. They

call me Yanka the Bear because |

am so big and strong.

Found abandoned in a bear cave as
a baby, Yanka has always wondered
about where she is from. She tries
to ignore the strange whispers and
looks from the villagers, wishing she
was as strong on the inside as she is
on the outside. But, when she has to
flee her house, looking for answers
about who she really is, a journey
far beyond one that she ever
imagined begins: from icy rivers to
smouldering mountains meeting an
ever-growing herd of extraordinary
friends along the way.




Brat has always lived in the isolated
castle on the island, taking care of
the vicious creatures that his master
creates, waiting in terror for the
moment when they are ready to be
put to use. But then the unthinkable
happens. The monsters get out,
Now Brat must overcome his fears,
and venture into the world he has
hidden from his whole life. For the
fate of everyone rests on his
shoulders alone...
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Twins Arthur and Maudie
Brightstorm receive word in
Lontown that their famous explorer
father has died in a failed attempt
to reach the southernmost point in
the world. Not only that, but he has
been accused of stealing fuel before

he died!

The twins don't believe the news,
and they answer an ad to join a new
attempt to reach South Polaris. It's
their only hope of learning the truth
... and salvaging their family's
reputation.

As the winged ship Aurora sets sail,
the twins must keep their wits
about them and prove themselves
worthy of the rest of the crew. But
will Arthur and Maudie find the
answers they seek?

Thousands of years ago, the land is
one dark forest. Its people are hunter-
gatherers. They know every tree and
herb and they know how to survive in
a time of enchantment and powerful

magic. Until an ambitious and
malevolent force conjures a demon: a
demon so evil that it can be
contained only in the body of a
ferocious bear that will slay
everything it sees, a demon
determined to destroy the world.

Only one boy can stop it - 12-year-old
Torak, who has seen his father
murdered by the bear. With his dying
breath, Torak's father tells his son of
his burden. He must lead the bear to
the mountain of the World Spirit and
beg that spirit's help to overcome it.
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I'm Dan Hope and deep inside my
head | keep a list of things | want to
come true.

For example, | want my sister, Ninja
Grace, to go to university at the
North Pole and only come back once
a year.

| want to help Sherlock Holmes solve
his most daring mystery yet. And if it
could be a zombie mystery, all the
more exciting.

| want my dog to stop eating the
planets and throwing them up on the
carpet.

And finally, the biggest dream of all, |
want my dad to love me.

When orphaned Seren Rees is given
a mysterious package by a strange
and frightened man on her way to
her new home, she reluctantly takes

it with her.

But what is in the parcel? Who are
the Family who must not be spoken
of, and can the Crow help Seren
find Tom, before the owner of the

CATHERINE FISHER *
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Matthew Corbin suffers from severe
obsessive-compulsive disorder. He
hasn't been to school in weeks. His
hands are cracked and bleeding from
cleaning. He refuses to leave his
bedroom. To pass the time, he
observes his neighbors from his
bedroom window, making mundane
notes about their habits as they
pbustle about the cul-de-sac. When a
toddler staying next door goes
missing, it becomes apparent that
Matthew was the last person to see
him alive. Suddenly, Matthew finds
himself at the center of a high-stakes
mystery, and every one of his
neighbors is a suspect. Matthew is
the key to figuring out what
happened and potentially saving a
child's life... but is he able to do so if it
means exposing his own secrets, and
stepping out from the safety of his
home?




Billy is a lonely boy. He's obsessed
with swimming in the sea, which is
where he goes to wash his
problems far, far away. Thanks to
his mum'’s mystery illness, his dad
has been forced to work extra
hours to make ends meet, so Billy
locks himself away with David
Attenborough films, and ponders
the magic of nature. Meanwhile at
school, bullies mercilessly seize on
Billy's 'otherness’ and make his life
as miserable as possible - but then
new boy Patrick Green, with
"fingers like steel, strength of a
bear”, joins Billy's class. And when a
mackerel swims up to Billy's face,
blows bubbles into his Vista Clear
Mask goggles and says: Fish Boy -

moving, funny . . .

> David Almond

‘Distinctive . . .

s is the real thing
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Billy's whole world changes.
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A forgotten door on an abandoned
railway platform is the entrance to a
magical kingdom--an island where
humans live happily with feys,
mermaids, ogres, and other
wonderful creatures. Carefully hidden
from the world, the Island is only
accessible when the door opens for
nine days every nine years. A lot can
go wrong in nine days. When the
beastly Mrs. Trottle kidnaps the
prince of the Island, it's up to a
strange band of rescuers to save him.
But can an ogre, a hag and a wizard

Nobody visits Eerie-on-Sea in the
winter. Especially not when
darkness falls and the wind howls
around Maw Rocks. Herbert Lemon,
Lost-and-Founder at the Grand
Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning
lost things to their rightful owners is
not easy - especially when the lost
thing is not a thing at all, but a girl.
No one knows what happened to
Violet Parma’'s parents twelve years
ago, and when she engages Herbie
to help her find them, the pair
discover that their disappearance
might have something to do with
the legendary sea-monster, the
Malamander.
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This funny and empowering story
weaves together three classic
fairytales into one new adventure
with an unusual structural twist:
Rumaysa is a Muslim girl who lets her
hijab down from a tall tower in order
to escape. Set in a magical version of
South Asia, Rumaysa explores
enchanted forests and dragon lairs,
teaming up with Cinderayla and
Sleeping Sara along the way to
create a strong sense of sisterhood.

Nate and his mother are running
away. Fleeing from a bad situation
at home, they hide out in an
abandoned cottage in the middle of
a forest. Though it's old and run-
down, at least it's a place of their
own.Then Nate's mother heads off
for groceries and doesn't return.
Has she run into trouble, or simply
abandoned him? He is left alone
and afraid, with the dark -- and all
his old fears -- closing in on him.But
comfort can come from the most
unexpected of places: like a strange
girl trying to solve the mystery of a
treasure hunt, and the
reappearance of a friend from his
past. Will Nate find the bravery he
needs to face down his fears,
survive on his own, and ultimately

illuminate his ftre?
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Darkus can't believe his eyes when a
huge insect drops out of the trouser
leg of his horrible new neighbour. It's
a giant beetle - and it seems to want
to communicate.

But how can a boy be friends with a
beetle? And what does a beetle have
to do with the disappearance of his
dad and the arrival of Lucretia Cutter,
with her taste for creepy jewellery?




Violet never wanted to move to
Perfect. Who wants to live in a town
where everyone has to wear glasses
to stop them going blind? And who

wants to be tidy and perfectly
behaved all the time? Violet quickly
discovers there's something weird

going on - her mam is acting
strange and her dad has
disappeared. When she meets Boy
she realises that her dad is not the
only person to have vanished... and
that the mysterious Watchers are
guarding a creepy secret!
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There is something strange about
Coraline's new home.

It's not the mist, or the cat that
always seems to be watching her, nor
the signs of danger that Miss Spink
and Miss Forcible, her new
neighbours, read in the tea leaves. It's
the other house - the one behind the
old door in the drawing room.
Another mother and father with
black-button eyes and papery skin
are waiting for Coraline to join them
there. And they want her to stay with
them. For ever. She knows that if she
ventures through that door, she may
never come back.

This deliciously creepy, gripping
novel is packed with glorious
illustrations by Chris Riddell, and is
guaranteed to delight and entrance

readers of all ages.

This is the story of a young boy
Wizard and a young girl Warrior
who have been taught since birth to
hate each other like poison; and the
thrilling tale of what happens when
their two worlds collide. Perfect for
boys and girls who love fantasy
adventure...

Cressipa COWELL




